Psychogenic seizures in adults: a longitudinal analysis.
The clinical characteristics, psychosocial background, neuropsychological testing, clinical and social outcome were analysed in 93 adults with psychogenic seizures (PS). Thirteen (14%) were males and 80 (86%) were females. Mean age was 31.7 years (range 16 to 55 years). Lack of responsiveness associated with motor activity was the most common finding. Neuropsychological testing done in 46 cases revealed hysteroid traits and coping mechanisms and depression to be the most prevalent underlying problems. History of sexual abuse was evident in 10 (10.7%) cases. Social impact analysis revealed that of 62 patients who were working at the onset of PS, 34 were not working at the time of the diagnosis of PS. In 25 cases, PS were the reason for not working. After a mean follow-up of 60.7 months done in 63 patients, 16 (25.4%) patients were seizure-free. There were no obvious significant predictors of poor prognosis.